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Application Features 
Print Competition Judging is a specialized software application to help judge photography/print 

competitions.  Originally developed for a major regional photography association to replace antiquated, 

simplistic judging hardware with a fully integrated system, it is now available for purchase by anyone.  

When used with a laptop and up to five external keypads, any photography club/association can easily 

and professionally conduct their print/photo competitions. 

Main features: 

¶ Up to five judges  

¶ Preload and save print/photo information  

¶ Option for automatic challenge based on score differential  

¶ Option to show/hide judges scores  

¶ Session restore/recovery  

¶ History window to track scores  

¶ Export scores to excel  

¶ Print labels 

System Requirements  
¶ Operating System: Windows XP/Vista/7  

¶ Video Resolution: 1024 x 768 or higher  

¶ Required Peripherals:  

o Main Keyboard (for running the software)  

o Scoring Keypads: minimum of two, but up to five.  I recommend avoiding wireless 

keypads as they have not been tested, and it is likely there could be interference 

issues with multiple wireless keypads. 

 

A typical mobile judging setup includes a laptop, one or two powered USB hubs, USB extension cables, 

and two to five wired USB keypads.  Since most keypads include USB ports on them, a great optional 

add-on is to purchase USB powered flex lamps for each keypad if the room where you are judging is 

going to be dark. 

Important note on USB keypads:  Your results may vary, but daisy chaining USB keypads together 

using the onboard USB ports was not always successful in testing.  For best results, please use 

powered USB hubs. 
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Scoring Setup  
This screen is displayed during startup.  From here you choose various options, edit the prints to be 

judged, load or save a previous data file, or restore a previous session, should something have 

interrupted the scoring.  Also, the number of keyboards/keypads recognized is displayed on the bottom.  

This should include the main keyboard plus any ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ keypads that are plugged in.  Ensure all keypads 

are plugged in prior to running the program. 

 

Program Options 

Number 
of Judges 

Choose between 2-5 judges. You must have a keypad for each judge (not 
including the main keyboard). 

Hide 
Scores 

This option will hide the scores from the main judging view while they are 
being input. 

Automatic 
Challenge 

Check this option if you want to initiate an automatic challenge if any judge's 
score differs from the average total score by ten points. 

 

The below image depicts what the display will look like when a few prints are loaded. Details for at least 

one print must be loaded to proceed on to judging.  To add a new row, just begin typing in the blank 

row.  Use the Delete Row button if you want to remove a row.  When ready to being judging, press the 

Start button. 
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Data Format Requirements 

Print Case Any format, maximum number of characters is five. Cannot be left blank. 
Category Only numbers allowed. No maximum length. Cannot be left blank. 
Title Any format allowed. Cannot be left blank. 
Maker Any format allowed. Cannot be left blank. 

Keypad Setup  
After print setup has been completed and you are ready to begin judging, you will be presented with the 

screen depicted below.  At this point, the keypads need to be distinguished from one another, so press 

the Setup Keypad button to being the process.  If a keypad is not recognized, first ensure that the 

Numlock button has been pressed on the keypad.  Many keypads have a green LED that shows when 

Numlock has been pressed, activating the keypad.  If that does not work, you may need to restart the 

program.  Ensure all keypads are plugged in prior to running the program.  Shown below is the sequence 

for setting up keypads (as an example, only two judges were selected). 

1. Press "Setup Keypads" button  

2. Hit any key on the main keyboard  

3. Hit any key on the first judge's keypad  

4. Repeat until all keypads have been identified. 
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{ǘŜǇ мΥ /ƭƛŎƪ ά{ŜǘǳǇ YŜȅǇŀŘǎέ 

Step 2: Press any key on the main 

keyboard when prompted. 
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{ǘŜǇ оΥ tǊŜǎǎ ŀƴȅ ƪŜȅ ƻƴ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ 

keypad when prompted. 

Step 4: Repeat previous procedure 

for each additional judge. 
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Scoring Procedure  

Scoring  
Scoring begins when the "Start Voting" button is pressed.  The first thing that will happen is an input box 

will appear allowing you to type the print case to vote on.  This is done so that any sequence of print 

cases can be called and voted upon, as well as re-voted upon, if required.  Make sure no ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ press 

any buttons on their keypads at this point, as it will register like a normal keyboard would for input 

purposes.  After voting has begun and votes are being input, judges can type their score in and hit 

"Enter" to record their score. If they have made a mistake with their score prior to hitting "Enter", then 

they can just the backspace key on their keypad once to clear their score (usually depicted as "BS" on 

keypads).  If they have locked in their score and want to change their mind, the operator will have to hit 

the "Vote on New Print" button to being the process again.  

If the option to view judgeΩs scores is enabled, the screen will update in real time as the scores are 

entered and cast (as shown in the next sequence of screenshots).  If that option is not selected, the 

scores will not be shown, but you will know when they have entered their score by the "Vote Cast" label 

in their scoring box.  

Note: After a print is scored, the scores are automatically saved to allow for recovery (see Session 

Recovery section).  However, this file is overwritten with each new score, ensuring the most up to date 

record as possible.  

Setup Complete! 
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When the voting is complete for that print, the scores will be recorded and you can move on to the next 

print, or re-vote. If the automatic challenge option is enabled, and a challenge is triggered, see the 

Automatic Challenges section for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Select Print Case. 

Step 2: Voting is active (hands off 

main keyboard). 
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Voting still in progress.  Judge 2 

has yet to finalize (press enter). 

Voting is complete/score 

recorded.  Waiting on next print. 












